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How We Got the Bible 
 

I. What is the Bible 
a. The Purpose of the Bible 
b. The History within the Bible 

II. How the Bible is arranged 
III. The Canonization of the included writings 
IV. The Transmission of the Bible 

 
Introductory Points of Interest 

I. The Bible remains the most popular and widely book in the world with more 
than one hundred million new copies produced every year 

II. Its influence permeates almost every aspect of life in the 20th century 
Western world.  

III. Our scriptures have been regarded and esteemed as the oracles of God, 
divinely inspired, inerrant, and revealing of those things that other followers 
experienced while serving the same God in other dispensations of time. 

IV. The bible gives us a compass for human living (Ravi Zacharias) – Duet. 6:1-6; 2 
Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:20, 21 
a. About God 
b. Morality 
c. Roadmap for humanity (instruction, correction, encouragement) 
d. Meaning 
e. Hope 
f. Revelation of past, present, and future events 

 
What is the “Bible” 
The most common English term used to refer to Scriptures is the word Bible. It derives 
from the Latin translation of the Greek word biblion or “book.” The Greek word biblion 
is a derivation of the word byblos, one of the names of papyrus – a reed plant that grew 
along the banks and marshes of the Nile River in ancient Egypt, which was used as a 
writing material. Multiple sheets of papyrus were spliced together to form rolls or 
scrolls, called biblios, and thus during New Testament times the word biblion simply 
referred to a roll or book. 
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As time passed it was discovered that sheets of papyrus could be placed on top of each 
other, folded in the middle, and bound resulting in an easier-to-use book called a 
“Codex” – the original Latin word meaning the trunk of a tree, and then a block of wood 
split up into tablets or leaves. Initially, codices were made of papyrus, but it was found 
that parchment (scraped animal skin soaked in lime) could be inscribed on both sides, 
producing books that were even less bulky and more durable. 
 
Before there was the use of papyrus, codices, and parchments, there were other 
information transmission methods to be discussed in Canonization.   
 
Categorical Overview 
Our “Bible” divided into two unequal parts, the Old Testament and New Testament. The 
Old Testament forms roughly three-fourths of the entire collection of writings, recorded 
by about 40 different authors and covers thousands of years of Israel’s history. The Old 
Testament records the history of God’s dealing primarily with the nation of Israel as it 
main character from the beginning of earthly creation until about 400 BC – inclusive of 
The Law, The Prophets, and the Writings (Luke 24:44). The New Testament is a 
collection of books written by different authors in a variety of literary genres. It contains 
27 writings by approximately 10 authors and records the history of Jesus from his life on 
earth to his future return when He will return. 
 
Canonization 
What we call the Old Testament covers information from a dispensation of time that 
predates the invention and use of biblion, codex, and parchment. Not so long ago, post-
modern scholars argued that against the validity and reliability of recorded scriptures – 
especially the Old Testament citing the inability of humanity to record information 
without the tools of recording.  
Ex. If Moses, living in the fifteenth century BC wrote or collected any of the Pentateuch, 
then some Old Testament texts would have been transmitted for more than three 
thousand years before we received them in our modern translations. This naturally 
leads to such crucial questions as who copied these texts throughout time and by what 
method, to ensure accurate reflection of the original texts. Keep in mind… 

I.  There are no original manuscripts 
II. Age and decay are a factor 
III. War and calamity 
IV. People who sought to destroy the work 

 
What do you say? 
 


